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such an event the Toungoo Prince was expected to attempt to
deprive the Heir Apparent of the succession. He was therefore
to offer military support to the Heir Apparent against such a
contingency. How such a baseless rumour ever reached
Wellesley the records do not show. Symes was far too discreet
to follow up such a ludicrously irrelevant suggestion. In any
case his treatment from the moment of his arrival in Burma
made such a line of action quite out of the question. The very
magnificence of his escort challenged the Burmese to heap
every possible humiliation upon him. His patience and firmness,
however, enabled him to obtain from the ministers a verbal
disavowal of the Viceroy of Arakan's threat of war; but they
refused to consider anything short of the complete expulsion of
the refugees. Symes left the capital solemnly warning the
ministers that war might ensue.
The rebuff was not followed up by force of arms: the
Governor-General was too busily engaged with the Marathas.
The theory was therefore propounded that the Court of Ava
could not have realized how serious its conduct appeared to the
Government of India and must be given an opportunity to
apologize. So Captain Canning, who had been a member of
Symes's staff, was in 1803 deputed to Ava in the hope of
bringing the recalcitrant Court to a more reasonable frame of
mind. He got no further than Rangoon. A violently anti-
British governor made things so unpleasant for him that he had
to return to Calcutta. Notwithstanding this deliberately pro-
vocative treatment, however, there was no longer any tali of
war. For one thing Symes had reported that French influence
in Burma was negligible. The frontier also had quietened down:
the stronger guard stationed there was having a salutary effect.
For some years the Burma question receded into the back-
ground. In 1809, however, when Lord Minto, engaged upon
the elimination of French power in the East, blockaded the
islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, it was deemed necessary, in
view of their old connection with Burmese ports, to reassure
the Court of Ava regarding British policy. Again Canning was
sent. This time he was received with cordiality. The British
action had caused no alarm in Burma, he was informed, since
relations with the French islands had ceased for some years.